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Parents waited for any news about students after a shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. 


TERROR, AGAIN, IN SCHOOL 


Expelled teen opens fire on fleeing students in Florida, killing 17, officials say 


By Audra D.S. Burch 
and Patricia Mazzei 
NEW YORK TIMES 

PARKLAND, Fla. — A heavily armed teen 
barged into his former high school about an 
hour northwest of Miami on Wednesday, 
opening fire on terrified students and teach- 
ers and leaving a death toll of 17 that could 
rise even higher, authorities said. 

Students huddled in horror in class- 
rooms and closets, with some of them train- 
ing their cellphones on the carnage, captur- 
ing sprawled bodies, screams, and gunfire 
that began with a few shots, then more and 
more. The dead included students and 
adults; some were shot outside the school 
and others inside the three-story building. 

The gunman, armed with a semi-auto- 
matic AR-15 rifle, was identified as Nikolas 
Cruz, 19, who had been expelled from the 
school, authorities said. He began his shoot- 
ing rampage outside Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in this suburban 
neighborhood shortly before dismissal time 
around 2:40 p.m. He then went inside and 
proceeded down hallways he knew well, fir- 
ing at students and teachers who were scur- 
rying for cover, the authorities said. 

“Oh my God! Oh my God!” one student 
yelled over and over in one video circulating 
on social media, as more than 40 gunshots 
boomed in the background. 
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Emergency workers prepared a victim for transport to a hospital. 


By the end of the rampage, Cruz had 
killed 12 people inside the school and three 
outside it, including someone standing on a 
street corner, Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel said. Two more victims died of their 
injuries in hospitals. The aftermath at the 
school was an eerie shrine, with chairs up- 
ended, a computer screen shattered with 


bullet holes, and floors stained with blood. 

“This is catastrophic,” said Israel, who 
has three children who graduated from the 
high school. “There really are no words.” 

It was the nation’s deadliest school 
shooting since a gunman attacked the San- 
dy Hook Elementary school in Newtown, 
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WBUR fires Ashbrook after inquiry into bullying 


NPR talk-show host denounces action, defends work 


By Mark Arsenault 
GLOBE STAFF 

Tom Ashbrook, the talk show host and pub- 
lic radio personality, was dismissed Wednesday 
from his nationally syndicated program, “On 
Point,” after a review of workplace complaints 
concluded he had created an abusive environ- 
ment at WBUR-FM. 

The Boston station, which produces “On 
Point,” had placed Ashbrook on leave in De- 
cember after 11 former employees of the show 
— men and women — accused him of “verbal 


assaults, intimidating actions, consistent bully- 
ing, and unwanted touching,” according to a 
story posted on BU Today, Boston University’s 
website. The university operates WBUR as an 
NPR affiliate. 

A separate review concluded Ashbrook had 
not sexually harassed female staff members at 
WBUR. 

“On Point” is a call-in show that seeks to 
dive deeply into topical cultural and political 
issues. Ashbrook, who commanded an audi- 
ence of 2 million listeners on more than 290 


Training required 

All WEEI employees will receive sensitivity 
training, following complaints about the offen- 
sive nature of its shows. B10 


NPR stations, blasted his firing as “profoundly 
unfair both to me and the listeners who have 
been such a part of ‘On Point’ ” 

In a statement, Ashbrook insisted his inter- 
actions with the “On Point” staff were “always 
well-intended and driven by my commitment 
to great radio and tackling tough issues,” 
though he expressed some regret in how he 
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Warren 


defends 
heritage 
claims 


Decries Trump’s attacks in 
speech to Native Americans 


By Matt Viser and Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — Senator Elizabeth Warren 
made a surprise appearance at the National Con- 
gress of American Indians Wednesday, forcefully 
denouncing President Trump’s use of the name 
“Pocahontas” to deride her and defending her 
claims of Native American heritage more expan- 
sively than she has before. 

The Massachusetts Democrat also made an 
impassioned pledge to 
advocate for issues of 
importance for Native 
Americans. The speech 
was a clear attempt to 
put to rest a sensitive 
issue that has been 
used by her enemies to 
attack her character 
and another signal of 
her potential 2020 
presidential ambitions. 

Warren did not 
apologize for her un- 
documented claims 
that her mother’s family had Cherokee blood — 
instead, reaffirming: “My mother’s family was 
part Native American. And my daddy’s parents 
were bitterly opposed to their relationship. So, in 
1932, when Mother was 19 and Daddy had just 
turned 20, they eloped.” 

“The story they lived will always be a part of 
me,” she said, as tears came to her eyes. “And no 
one — not even the president of the United States 
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Opioid deaths 
in Mass. fall 
by 8.3 percent 


But some advocates say 
drop hides the real problem 


Warren is not 
enrolled in a tribe. 


By Felice J. Freyer 
GLOBE STAFF 

For the first time since the opioid crisis 
gripped the state five years ago, Massachusetts 
health officials on Wednesday brought forth 
some unequivocal good news: The number of 
overdose deaths fell by 8.3 percent in 2017, com- 
pared with the previous year. 

At a meeting of the Public Health Council, Dr. 
Monica Bharel, public health commissioner, dis- 
played a graph of annual overdose death rates 
with the line swooping upward to a peak in 2016 
and then taking its first downturn in 2017. 

Quarterly data released throughout the year 
had hinted this might be happening. But Bharel 
previously resisted calling the reduction in mor- 
tality a “trend.” On Wednesday, however, she 
found herself telling the council, an appointed 
board of physicians, academics, and consumer 
advocates, “Hopefully this trend will continue.” 

The number of confirmed and estimated 
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President Trump called on 
lawmakers to oppose a se- 
ries of bipartisan efforts to 
address immigration and re- 
solve the fate of young immi- 
grants brought to the country 
illegally as children. A2. 


South Africa’s embattled 
president, Jacob Zuma, re- 
signed, putting an end toa 
period of scandal and mis- 
management. A6. 


Teachers at two City on a Hill 
charter schools in Roxbury 
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Suggested retail price unions to the administration 
$2.00 of their schools. B1. 
07416 State officials formally ap- 
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Mild like 


Thursday: Springlike air. 
High: 51-56. Low: 44-49. 


Friday: Showers, still warm. 
High: 49-54. Low: 21-26. 


High tide: 10:57 a.m. 11:27 p.m. 
Sunrise: 6:41 Sunset: 5:16 
Complete report, C12 


have decided to organize and 
presented petitions to create 


proved Partners HealthCare’s 
acquisition of Massachusetts 
Eye and Ear. B10. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


o, “Black Panther” isn’t the greatest movie ever 
made. It’s probably not even the greatest superhe- 
ro movie ever made. But it’s very, very good — in 
its best scenes, exhilarating. 

Just as important, it’s a breakthrough in an en- 
tirely new direction: a smart, propulsive action fantasy starring 
a hero of color leading a strong, unbowed nation of color. The 
movie doesn’t reinvent the superhero genre so much as reclaim 
and reenergize it — archetypes, cliches, and all — for viewers 
hungry to dream in their own skin. That’s why its arrival feels 
like a cultural inflection point and a cause for exultation in 
some quarters. Made with punch and conviction, “Black Pan- 
ther” has the pop power that can rise from a long time coming. 

The film doesn’t feel like the usual corporate franchise con- 
tact high but, rather, the work of a singular sensibility, that of 
director/co-writer Ryan Coogler. The Oakland-born Coogler has a 
steadily worked his way out from his home base, debuting with 
2013’s stark “Fruitvale Station,” about the 2009 police shooting 
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‘Black Panther’ blasts through mold 


Ty BURR 


MARVEL STUDIOS 


Chadwick Boseman plays King T’Challa of Wakanda in 
“Black Panther.” 


